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T hank you to George Speidel for 

many years of faithful service to 

Christ Church. George was among 

those honored at Trinity Cathedral 

on Saturday, September 18th at 

an Evensong Service for Older 

Adults. 

Thanks, George! 

George Speidel and Alana Hoy 

JOIN US FOR RENEWAL WORKSHOP #3  

Sunday, November 13,
 

11:30am-1:00pm 

W e’re very excited and energized by the responses that we’ve had for the 
first two workshops. We want to thank each and every participant for shar-

ing your experiences and ideas.  

In Workshop #1, we looked at where we’ve been as a church. In Workshop #2, 
we looked at where we are today.  In Workshop #3, we’ll brainstorm where we 
feel called to go, what we can do to better meet the needs of our congregation 
and how we can grow our church. 

We hope you’ll join us in this journey and attend our workshop this Sunday, and 
the final Workshop #4 on Sunday, November 20. 

Sincerely,  

Ronnie, Cathy, Maria and Carol 

http://www.christchurchmiddletown.org
https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchMiddletown
http://www.dioceseofnj.org/
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Join us on Sunday December 11 from noon to 3 pm for our 
first (and maybe Annual) Cookie Walk and Holiday Bazaar. 

 Stock up on homemade cookies, tea breads, jams, candy 
and more for your holiday entertaining and gifting 

 Also available will be holiday decorations and gifts perfect 
for our little ones to purchase for moms, dads, grandpar-
ents and more 

What can you do NOW?  

 Sign up in the Undercroft to bake cookies (we're looking for at 
least 12 dozen from each baker) - we need a variety so that's 
why we need to know ahead of time 

 Remember that "variety" includes vegan and gluten free op-
tions 

 Holler at one of us if you are available to help us on the 10th 
or 11th of December 

 We'd love to include home made jams or candy or tea breads 
if that suits you better 

 As you go through your Christmas decorations, please set 
aside any that you think are sellable and bring those in by 
December 4th for Rita's holiday table 

What can you do December 10th and 11th? 

 Bring your cookies to the undercroft on Saturday December 
10th (we'll announce the times we can meet you) or if that is 
not at all possible, before the 10 am service on Sunday the 
11th 

 Label your cookies so we know what kind they are and, if they 
contain nuts, be sure to note what kind of nuts 

Questions and other ideas welcome - just grab one of us.   

Betty, Erna and Lauren 

Cookie Walk: December 11 

A new (and fun!) Christ Church fundraiser. 

Calendar of Events 

 Sunday, November 13 
Thanksgiving Ingathering 
Workshop #3, 11:30am-1pm 
Children’s Chime Rehearsal 

 Wednesday, November 16, 4:30 pm 
Faith & Fun with Father Bill 

 Sunday, November 20  
Celebration (Stewardship) Sunday  
Workshop #4, 11:30am-1pm 
Children’s Chime Rehearsal 

 Tuesday, November 22, 7:30 pm 
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service at 
Christ Church 

 Sunday, November 27 
Advent Wreath Workshop 

 Sunday, December 4 
Children’s Chime Rehearsal 
Christmas Ingathering 
Advent Spaghetti Dinner, 5pm 

 Sunday, December 11 
Cookie Walk 
Children’s Pageant Rehearsal 

 Saturday, December 17, 10 am 
Children’s Pageant Rehearsal 

 Sunday, December 18 
Children’s Christmas Pageant, 10 am 
Shrewsbury Chorale Concert, 3pm 

 Friday, December 23, 5:00 pm 
Greening of the Church 

 Saturday, December 24 
Christmas Eve Worship (Main Church) 
5 pm and 10 pm 

 Sunday, December 25, 10 am 
Christmas Worship (Main Church) 

 Saturday, December 31, 5:30 pm 
New Years’ Eve Worship in the 
Historic Church 

 Sunday, January 1, 2017  
Worship at 8 am & 10 am 
Christ Church hosts Family Promise 
Jan 1-Jan 7 
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Deep Church Musings by The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas, Priest-in-Charge 

A s I reflect on the amazing 

vitality of Christ Church 

this fall as revealed in this is-

sue of e-Crier, I am reminded 

of a closing prayer that the 

officiant may offer as Morning 

Prayer concludes: 

Glory to God whose power, 

working in us, can do infinitely 

more than we can ask or  

imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation in 

the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 

Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21 

 By now you have received and reviewed the What 

Makes Our Church Our Church booklet. The many tes-

timonies contained therein speak to the generations 

that come together at Christ Church. And you know the 

booklet does not shy away from what it costs in dollars 

and cents to be the church that is our church.  If you 

can’t find your pledge card, please use the form to the 

right. As you many know from my sermon of October 

30th, I realized that I had blindly renewed my pledge for 

2017 at the same level for 2016. Hidden in plain sight 

was the means to increase from  $4,800 per year to 

$6,000 (a paid-off car!). My hope (and prayer) is that 

you are able to find what is in plain sight to share in the 

work God has called us to.  

 If you’ve been to a What Makes Our Church Our 

Church workshop, then you know the caliber of leader-

ship exhibited by Ronnie Warren, Cathy O’Flynn King, 

Carol Murray-Negron, and Maria Kerfoot. At their re-

quest, Workshop #4 (11/20) follows by a week Work-

shop #3 (11/13). The Fantastic Four, as I like to call 

them, are living examples of what God, whose power 

working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine. Your voice is needed at these workshops. 

Please come and share! 

 Page 4 notes The Bayshore Ministerium Interfaith 

Thanksgiving Service which is to be held on Tuesday, 

November 22nd, at Christ Church. As we move past 

the presidential election into the reality of transition, 

coming together as people of faith from many traditions 

is a blessed way to say thank you to God for the stead-

fast love that makes life, shared fully with one another, 

a revelation of heaven on earth. Please come and  

worship! 
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F rom time to time we are reminded that we are all 

called to be evangelists and share the good news 

with people outside the walls of Christ Church.  A small 

group of us (John Marione, Linda Barth and I) do this 

every Monday when we visit Brighton Gardens assisted 

living facility in Middletown.  What started as a small 

group of participants two years ago has steadily grown 

and we now have 35 to 40 residents joining us each 

week.  We sing hymns, listen to the same readings we 

hear in church, share the message of the sermon, and 

distribute communion.  What makes this ministry so 

essential is that these people are almost all confined to 

wheelchairs and they have no transportation that can 

get them to a neighborhood church.   

As Episcopalians we welcome everyone to share in our 

fellowship, so our congregants come from many differ-

ent backgrounds including Lutheran, Methodist, Baptist 

and Roman Catholic.  We are lucky to have Emily 

Keene overseeing our music.  She plays the 

piano for our service and chooses hymns from a 

wide range of hymnals.  We offer a scaled-down 

version of our own weekly church experience, so the 

hymns and mood reflect the liturgical season.   

Once a month Father Bill goes with us and gets every-

one going by doing the “wave” and shouting hallelujah! 

as he runs past them.  Of course, we have much more 

sober moments as well.  Given the advanced age of our 

little congregation (many of them are in their 90s, one 

lady is 102!) we do lose members periodically, and we 

are able to offer special prayers. 

This ministry is very rewarding as every week the resi-

dents express their appreciation.  If you would like to 

accompany us either regularly, or just once, please 

contact me.  The entire visit takes about 1 hour (9:45 to 

10:45 am). 
Sandra Casci 

Brighton Gardens Ministry 

Expanding the Christ Church altar rail beyond our church 

Come and make an Advent wreath after coffee hour on the 

first Sunday of Advent, November 27th. Please bring the 

wreath frame and clippers if you have them (we have some 

extra frames) and we’ll supply the greens.  Children will 

leave with fun yet spiritual things to do at home with their 

family.   
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Blessing of the Animals 

 

The Blessing of the Animals in commemoration of St. Francis of 

Assisi was held this year on October 2, 2016. Nineteen beloved 

dogs, two bunnies, and lots of well-loved pretend animals were 

among those blessed by Cathy Bickerton and Father Bill.   
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Christ Church Fall Restaurant 

Thank You 
Friends & Sponsors 

Patricia Corbitt 

Paul & Pauline Dawson 

Ann and John DeLiso 

Judy Forys 

Lois & Ken Iselhart 

Pam Marhan 

Cynthia Mathews 

Sue Murphy 

Carol Murray Negron 

Patricia Robertson 

Kim & Bob Schuler 

Joyce Wright 

Jane Zerrer 
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November 5, 2016 
Chefs 

Jim Murphy, Executive Chef 

Stephen Carl 

Cara Chaballa 

Paul Chaballa 

Cynthia Mathews 

David Murphy 

Herb Spaulding 

Drew Wilson 

Maître’d 
Bill Moitz 

Music 
Lauren Badal, Vocalist 

George Murphy, Keyboard 

Servers 
Linda Barth 

Candi Carl 

Michelle Cervone 

Janet Chaballa 

Judy Forys 

Dalia Habiby 

Nicole Hannon 

Ethan Hood 

Julia Hood 

Andrew King 

Cathy O’Flynn King 

Cindy McCormack 

Katie Schedel Perrotto 

Samantha Rossnagel 

Anna Schuler 

Owen Thurman 

Amelia Tuttle 

Joyce Wright 

Thank You 
Acme Rentals 

Carrabas Italian 

Restaurant 

Dearborn Farms 

Hauser Farms 

McCormack 

Farms 

Nino’s Bakery 

Sabatos Prime 

Meats 
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Christian Formation  
For Children 

Faith & Fun  

with Father Bill 

Wednesday, Nov. 16,  

4:30-5:30 pm 

This month’s topic: 

Learning about 

St. Nicholas 

Ho, Ho, Ho, our Santa Claus sing-along is 

coming soon, and we have to get ready.  

For many years the children have been 

ringing Christmas Carols at our sing-a-

long after the Spaghetti dinner.  This year 

the dinner is on December 4th.  

The children will be practicing ringing the 

chime part of the sing-along after church 

for 10 to 15 minutes on November 13th, 

November 20th, and December 4th.  I will 

bring them to coffee hour when practice is 

finished.  This chime practice is open to 

children in 1st to 6th grade.  

Nancy Coffin, Choir Director 

Rehearsals for Children’s 

Christmas Chimes 

Church School News 

I t’s only November, but our church school children have al-

ready learned a slew of bible stories.  

In our Godly Play class, our youngest students have learned 

many Old Testament stories, including the story of Noah and 

the Ark, and most recently, Jonah and the Whale. For our 

2nd, 3rd, and 4th graders, our Holy Moly teachers have cov-

ered much ground in the New Testament, including key sto-

ries such as the Mustard Seed and the Widow’s Mite. Our 

Spark teachers are teaching Old Testament stories this fall 

and most recently covered the miraculous story of the Exodus 

followed by the story of the Ten Commandments.  

I would like to express my deep gratitude to all our dedicated 

church school teachers. Many of our dedicated teachers, 

such as Craig Jantz, have been serving in our church school 

for many years. I am very grateful for their long-term commit-

ment to teaching our children. The following is a current roster 

of our church school teachers. Please thank them for their 

service in this important ministry when you bump into them at  

coffee hour or other church events: Jill Dawson, Deb Ellwood, 

Craig Jantz, Cindy McCormack, Katie Schedel, Christine 

Stockhausen-Butler, Sammi Rossnagel (nursery caregiv-

er), Brian Strom, Cheryl Strom, and Trish Thurman. 

Theresa Blackburn Tuttle,  

Director of Children’s Christian Formation 

Church School parents,  

please save these dates for  

Chime & Pageant rehearsals 
 

Sunday November 13 
Children’s Chime practice, after 10am service 

Sunday November 20 
Children’s Chime practice, after 10:00 service 

Sunday December 4 
Children’s Chime practice, after 10:00 service 

Sunday December 4 
Children perform chimes  

at Advent Spaghetti Dinner 

Sunday December 11 
Christmas Pageant rehearsal,  

after 10:00 service 

Saturday December 17, 10:00 am 
Christmas Pageant rehearsal  

Sunday December 18, 10:00 am  
Christmas Pageant! 
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 Centering Prayer meets Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in the church Library.  Be still and know God in the Centering 
Prayer form.  All are welcome. 

 The Women’s Study Group meets every Tuesday from 10:30 am to noon. All women are welcome to join this 
friendly group. 

 Email your confidential prayer requests to: cc-prayerchain@verizon.net, or call Christine at the church office if 
you do not have email.  

 

Christian Formation  
For Youth 

Christian Formation  
For Adults 

T hank you to our nine youth walkers, 

four adult leaders and adorable mascot 

Heidi.  With such a beautiful day, the kids 

set a blistering pace but we all made it 

back in one piece. With the generous sup-

port of our parish and families, the Christ 

Church walkers raised over $1300 for 

Church World Service and local groups 

like Family Promise and the Calico Cat!  

Way to go Amelia, Andrew, Anna, Dalia, 

Emily, Jack, Kierra, Lucy and Owen!  Spe-

cial thanks to Theresa, Sandra and 

Michelle for helping me try to keep up with 

your wonderful children.   
Cindy McCormack 

Christ Church Walks for 

CROP 

Andrew King, Dalia Habiby & Anna Schuler were featured on the cover 
of the weekly Diocesan newsletter, Good News in the Garden State. 

About Church World Service… 

Church World Service was born in 1946, in 

the aftermath of World War II, with a mission 

to feed the hungry and help those in need. 

Seventeen denominations came together to 

form an agency “to do in partnership what 

none of us could hope to do as well alone.” 

Their mission: Feed the hungry, clothe the 

naked, heal the sick, comfort the aged, shel-

ter the homeless.  

For more information, visit their website at 

cwsglobal.org.  

cwsglobal.org
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COG Back-to-School  

C alico Cat Cupboard & Pantry 

gives a gift card to purchase a 

new outfit to each school-age child 

whose family receives assistance 

from COG. This year, Christ Church 

raised a total of $455 to support this 

project. Thank you so much for help-

ing local families in need. 

Seamen’s Church Institute  

T hank you to everyone who graciously added to the weight of their luggage 

by bringing home their hotel (and ship) toiletries.  And thank you to those 

who traveled to the store and purchased sample sized items. Through your 

thoughtfulness we donated 6 boxes of unused shampoo, conditioner, soap and 

bath gel, toothpaste, mouthwash, toothbrushes, deodorant, skin lotion, shaving 

cream and disposable razors, and other miscellaneous items to the Seamen's 

Church Institute Christmas at Sea Program. These will be included in the gifts 

distributed to mariners who are on the water miles away from home during 

the holidays. 

Erna Sottile 

 

Outreach Coffee Sale 

T he final Outreach Coffee Sale of the year will be held November 26 
& 27 and December 3 & 4. Delivery will be by December 18. Stock 

up for the holidays and the long winter ahead. It also makes a great fit! 
This time we expect to have the famous Christmas Blend, flavored 
coffee, gourmet hot chocolate, as well as approximately 20 choices of 
fresh roasted coffees: custom blends, single origin, organically grown, 
espresso, and decaf. Coffee is supplied by Jersey Shore Coffee 
Roasters in Leonardo and proceeds from the sale benefit Outreach 
ministries. 

Christmas Ingathering 

December 3-4 

C hrist Church will hold our Christ-
mas Ingathering on December 

3 and 4 to provide Christmas gifts to 
needy individuals and families. Watch 
the announcements in November for 
more details. Toys, new clothing and 
cash donations are welcome. Also, 
anyone that can help sort the items 
after the 10 am service on December 
4th is very welcome. 

Marty Truscott, Vestry Member for Outreach 

Thank You for collecting Boxtops 

P4K@81 is a New York City public school located in the Bedford-Stuyvesant 

section of Brooklyn.  It serves children with severe autism -- such that they can-

not be "mainstreamed" -- in grades K through 4.  My daughter Karen has just 

begun her 7th year teaching 3rd graders (8-9 year olds) at the school. Over the 

past four years, P4K @ 81 has raised $740.41 through Boxtops for Education. 

Much of this has come from you, the members of Christ Church. This year, 

we'll be using the money raised to purchase classroom subscriptions to Scho-

lastic's classroom magazines Let's Find Out and My Big World.  These are 

PreK and Kindergarten nonfiction magazines that help engage students in 

learning about the world around them while building their confidence as begin-

ning readers.  Thank you for your continued support of the Boxtops for Educa-

tion Program at P4K @ 81! 

Barbara Garrity 

COG Household Goods  

E ach month throughout the 

year we have collected a 

different cleaning or personal 

care product. On November 

19 the donated items will be 

bagged and delivered to the 

Calico Cupboard pantry to 

benefit 40 families receiving 

assistance from the pantry. 

Thank you to everyone who 

contributed throughout the 

year and also responded to 

our last minute appeals to 

complete the pantry bags. 

Special thanks to Joyce 

Wright who has coordinated 

the drive the past couple 

years. Joyce will be stepping 

down and we are in search of 

a new coordinator. If your are 

interested in helping or would 

like more information please 

speak to Joyce or Marty 

Truscott, Vestry for Outreach. 
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O ver 140 participants 
joined us on Friday, Oc-

tober 14th for the annual Fam-
ily Promise fundraiser to raise 
awareness and funds for 
homelessness in Monmouth 
County. We raised close to 
$25K in just one evening. It 
was a cold fall overnight expe-
rience (5pm to 8am), but 
worth every chill to support 
displaced families in need. 
Thank you again to all of our 
supporters and participants!   

-Wendy Carofano 

CBC7 

Matt King, (pictured above), Anna Schuler, and Anna's fellow ROTC member 

Andrew  represented our youth at Cardboard Box City 7.   

C hrist Church has been part of the Family Promise 

network that serves homeless families with chil-

dren in our county since 2001.  For one week at a 

time, 4 or 5 times a year, we provide meals and over-

night lodging for our FP guests. The Family Promise 

maximum is 14 guests, all of whom have been 

screened, who are in the program for up to 90 days. 

During the days, our guests are at work or job training 

or school or the Day Center, and they receive case 

management services (financial management, parent-

ing, etc.) designed to help them to re-launch into new 

housing better equipped to avoid future homeless-

ness. 

We will hit the ground running as 2017 begins, with 

Family Promise guests arriving here at Christ Church 

on New Year's Day. I'm delighted and thankful to say 

two new volunteers - Barbara Phillips and George 

Murphy - have joined our Family Promise ministry!  I 

will be setting up a 90 minute training session for them 

between now and the end of the year. If you think you 

might be interested in becoming a Family Promise vol-

unteer, this would be a great time to come and see. 

Teens are welcome, too. Please contact me with any 

questions and/or to share your interest so I can sched-

ule the training at a time that works for all of us. Mean-

while, thank you for supporting Family Promise, 

please continue to pray for our FP families and volun-

teers.  Happy Thanksgiving! 

Barbara Garrity  

(bgarresq@aol.com) 

Family Promise News 

Training Session for New Volunteers Planned 

E ach year our church family provides 40-50 complete 

Thanksgiving dinners to St. Mark’s Church in 

Keansburg for those in need through the Center for 

Community Renewal.  The baskets will be delivered to 

St. Mark’s next Sunday, November 20th.  We will grate-

fully accept any additional turkeys or dinner items until 

we deliver the baskets on November 20th.  Following is 

a complete list of the food items needed.  Thank you so 

much for your generosity and support!   

● A 12-16 lb. frozen turkey, (please place in the 

Church Kitchen freezer) 

● 2-3 cans of turkey gravy 

● 1 large or 2 small boxes of stuffing 

● 1 large or 2 small boxes of instant mashed potatoes 

● 1 large or 2 small cans of sweet potatoes 

● 2-3 cans of cut green beans 

● 2-3 cans of whole kernel corn 

● 1-2 cans of cranberry sauce 

● 1 large or 2 small bottles apple juice 

Thanksgiving Ingathering:  November 12-13 
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Priest-in-Charge 
The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas 
252-876-6841 
williamcarlthomas@gmail.com 

Assisting Clergy 
The Rev. Dr. Cathy Bickerton 

Director of Children’s Formation 
Theresa Blackburn-Tuttle 
848-459-5055 
theresa@casadelatuttle.com 

Music 
Nancy Coffin, Choir Director 
George Murphy, Organist 

Parish Administrator 
Christine Ruland 
732-671-2524 
christchurchmiddletown@verizon.net 

Sexton 
Jordan Sisolak 

Nursery Care 
Samantha Rossnagel 

Wardens 
Cynthia McCormack 
Barbara Garrity 

Parish Officers 
Paul Dawson, Pauline Dawson, Treasurers 
Jane Foran, Vestry Clerk 

Vestry 
Sandra Casci, Worship  
Kim Schuler, New Membership 
Joyce Wright,  Existing Membership 
Marty Truscott, Outreach  
Clint Badal, Finance & Administration 
Pat Robertson, Stewardship 
Robert Wilson, Buildings and Grounds 
Jane Foran, Communications 

Clergy, Staff, & Vestry 

Sundays, 8 pm—Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tuesdays, 8 pm—Narcotics Anonymous 
Wednesdays, 7:30 pm—Cocaine Anonymous 
Thursdays, 8 pm—Nar-anon 
Fridays, 8 pm—Alcoholics Anonymous 

Support Group Schedule 

in the undercroft 

Small Group Schedule 

Contemplative Prayer—Tuesdays 9:30 am 
Women’s Study Group—Tuesdays 10:30 am 
Bell Choir Rehearsal—Thursdays 6:30 pm 
EfM—Wednesdays, 11am-1:30 pm 
EfM—Wednesdays, 6:00pm –8:30 pm 
Adult Choir Rehearsal—Thursdays 7:30 pm 
Men’s Group—Saturdays 7:30 am at Panera Bread 

Click on the icon, or log on to the  

Christ Church Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/christchurchmiddletown. 

“Like” us on Facebook 

Weekly Worship Schedule 

● Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. in the Historic Church 

● Taizé Worship (2nd Saturday of each month) 

● Sundays at 8 a.m. in the Historic Church 

● Sundays at 10 a.m. in the Main Church 

90 Kings Highway  ●  Middletown, NJ 07748  ●  732.671.2524 

www.christchurchmiddletown.org 

 

http://www.facebook.com/christchurchmiddletown
https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchMiddletown

